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 The story follows a wounded Vietnam veteran (Stallone) whose life is turned upside down when he comes across a mercenary captain (Mel Gibson) who needs him to track down and kill a United States senator. Rambo was Sylvester Stallone's fifth collaboration with director Renny Harlin and producer Sean Daniel. The film was financed by Warner Bros. and released on July 16, 2008, by Lionsgate.
It was released in North America by Warner Bros. Pictures, in the United Kingdom by StudioCanal and worldwide by Lionsgate. Stallone and Harlin considered Rambo II to be a sequel to the first film rather than a prequel. The film features an ensemble cast, and opens on the homecoming of former Green Beret John Rambo (Stallone), who lives in a Florida retirement home and is in a relationship

with a nurse, Rita (Cathy Moriarty). The film revolves around Rambo's search for the senator and the mercenary captain's intentions to become a warlord. After the box office failure of The Specialist (1994), in which Stallone portrayed a DEA agent hunting a drug lord, he received a call from producer Sean Daniel in 1996. Stallone had just written a script about a Vietnam veteran named John
Rambo, and asked Daniel to buy the script. Stallone received a $400,000 advance, allowing him to live in Los Angeles and continue to work on Rocky V. In 1997, Stallone and Harlin hired Rambo writer Ted Tally, and over the next three years they tweaked the script and designed the film. Filming took place in Chicago, Illinois, from October to December 1997, with Renny Harlin directing the action

sequences. It is the first of three films where Stallone portrays a former military man with a strong grudge against the United States, the other two being Escape from Alcatraz and Escape from New York. Rambo grossed $249 million worldwide. The film received mixed reviews from critics, who felt the ending was rushed and lacked tension. Stallone and Harlin discussed a possible sequel, with
Stallone wanting the film to end in a cliffhanger. However, the first installment of the film series was a box office failure. Production Background The film is based on the character John Rambo created by author David Morrell, who first appeared in a book by Morrell in 1987. The first book in the series, First Blood, sold more than two million copies in the United States alone 82157476af
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